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RIGHTS OF UNDOCUMENTED CHILDREN AND PARENTS IN ILLINOIS: 

PUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND HIGH SCHOOLS


Schools cannot discriminate against children and their parents based on immigration status. 
All children in the United States have the right to attend public elementary and high schools, regardless of their immigration status or the immigration status of their parents.  All parents have the right to attend school events and participate in their child’s education regardless of their own immigration status. 
Free Education for All

The laws of Illinois and the United States guarantee all students, including undocumented students and their families, access to a free public education through grade twelve or until the age of 22, regardless of immigration status. School districts are not permitted to require social security numbers or other proof of legal status during the enrollment process. Additionally, all families have the right to free interpretation and translation services in meetings regarding their child’s educational services. 
Evaluations and Accommodations

Children with disabilities may be entitled to reasonable accommodations and modifications, special education instruction, and related services. All children who have or are believed to have a disability should receive a full case study evaluation from their school district to determine their eligibility. 
Special Education Services

Special education services can include: 

· Small class sizes

· Paraprofessional aides 

· Speech therapy

· Occupational therapy

· Physical therapy

· Individualized instruction 

· Transportation

· Nursing

· A modified curriculum

· Behavior supports 

If you think that your child may benefit from an evaluation for special education services, the first step is to submit a request for a case study evaluation in writing to your school administration. For more information and resources, visit equipforequality.org. 
Free Advice

If your child has a disability and you have concerns about your child’s education, please contact Equip for Equality’s Helpline to speak with an attorney and receive free legal advice and recommendations.

Equip for Equality Helpline:
English: 1-866-543-7046

Spanish: 1-312-895-7400

TTY:  1-800-610-2779

equipforequality.org
